
 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Next week we will be embarking on the standardized test that we are mandated to give to 

students in grades 3rd through 8th.  Unlike previous years the pencil and paper format is not being used 

and we are performing the test online. The Partnership for Assessment Readiness for College and Careers, 

or better known as the PARCC test, will begin on Monday March 2nd and continue through March 11th. A 

schedule for all grades is included in this letter. When you look at the schedule the test subject is broken 

down into two areas. One group is ELA for English Language Arts, and the other is for MATH. The number 

in brackets next to the test subject designates the time that is allotted in minutes to complete the exam.  

This year, as has been the case in previous school years, we will not subject the students to an entire day 

of tests. Testing will only take place in the morning and the afternoon the students will have class as usual.  

 Unlike last year the tests this year are more aligned with the Common Core learning standards 

rather than the Illinois Learning Standards. The tests are much more rigorous, and I know that states, 

teachers, and parents have voiced their concern over this test. Personally, we have done everything we 

can possibly do to prepare our students. This preparation is an all areas of growth and rest assured we are 

dedicated to all facets of improvement for all students. This test will be something new and we are asking 

to please encourage your child(ren) to do their best and take these exams seriously.  The tests will be 

more rigorous, and frustration is understandable. We at the school understand this frustration and have 

confidence in our partnership with parents and students that everyone will do their best. I strongly urge 

you to look at the PARCC website for more information, sample questions, and more on the test itself. 

The website is http://www.parcconline.org/ and a link will be placed on the school website and on the 

school Facebook page.  If you would like to provide some snacks for the class please contact your child(ren) 

teacher at the school.  

 

 

 


